CIVILIZATION   AND   DISEASE

is poor, undernourished and in ill health. General death rates and
infant mortality rates are extremely high, as may be seen from
the following table:

General Death Rate        Infant Mortality Rate
per IflOO population      per 1,000 children born

1931-1935

Roumania                      20.6                     182

Yugoslavia                     17.9                     153

Greece                           16.5                     122

Hungary                        15.8                     157

Bulgaria                        15.5                     147

The Yugoslavian peasant before the war produced great quan-
tities of excellent milk, butter, cheese, eggs and probably the best
poultry in Europe, but he himself lived on corn-bread and beans.
In order to pay his taxes he was forced to sell his products, which
were mostly exported in exchange for imports that did not benefit
the mass of the people. The distribution of land was very uneven.
Ninety-five per cent, of all peasant families together possess less
than one-half, and five per cent, somewhat more than half of the
cultivated soil.5 Most farm families that owned land had not more
than eight acres of which two are needed for the sustenance of
one individual.

In Roumania, the peasants constituting the overwhelming ma-
jority of the population, were for the first time in a generation
well nourished when the depression was at its peak. There was no
market for farm products and the peasants ate the food they pro-
duced. As a result they could not pay taxes and the chief suffer-
ers were the legion of employees on the government payroll.

All such conditions are the result not of natural but of man-made
catastrophes. They follow from the character of a civilization that
was developed for the benefit of a few at the expense of the mass
of the people. It is a sad commentary on our civilization that after
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